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Strange Tales is a multimedia storytelling on stage, based

on Edgar Alan Poe’s short stories, poems and letters.

Devices that produce sound, light and video, give the atmosphere of an
audiovisual laboratory and create an organic environment for the spectators. The
two performers on stage, Violet Louise and Aglaia Pappas and the two sound
engineers off stage, act altogether like a multimedia orchestra. Strange Tales is a
mixed media spectacle — which combines music, theatre, sound installation and

videos.



THE POETIC PRINCIPLE
Edgar Alan Poe

Poe was quite convinced of the connection between music and literature.
He experimented on sound and rhythm, using techniques such as repeti-
tion, parallelism, internal rhyme, and alliteration. In his essay “The
Poetic Principle”, he writes: And thus there can be little doubt that in the
union of Poetry with Music in its popular sense, we shall find the widest
field for the Poetic development.»

“Music, when combined with a pleasurable idea, is poetry; music, without
the idea, is simply music; the idea, without the music, is prose, from its
very definitiveness.”

“A poem deserves its title only in as much as it excites, by elevating the
soul. The value of the poem is in the ratio of this elevating excitement.”

“It is to be hoped that common sense, in the time to come, will prefer de-
ciding upon a work of Art, rather by the impression it makes — by the
effect it produces — than by the time it took to impress the effect, or by
the amount of “sustained effort” which had been found necessary in ef-
fecting the impression. The fact is, that perseverance is one thing and
genius quite another. ” Edgar Alan Poe



Strange Tales is a story about the mystery of
life and death. Poe, through the calculated
use of language, questions the nature of re-
ality and human existence. A girl (Violet
Louise) visits a woman (Aglaia Pappas) in a
wheel chair and transforms her room into a
laboratory of memories. With the use of tech-
nology (sound & visuals), the girl acts like a
hypnotist. The woman starts to recall her
past. Travelling back in time, she prepares
herself for the last journey, towards the light
of the eternal Life.




REVIEWS

«Violet Louise, manages to express the world of the American poet ideally. She signs the
translation, direction, music and audiovisual dramaturgy. Aglaia Pappas is an actress with
marvelous technique: impressive. Her chemistry with Violet Louise, who sings Poe’s original poems
in English leads to a performance not just fruitful but superb». — G.Sarigiannis / 4th bell

«Strange Tales gave “flesh and bones” in Poe’s poetry».

Violet Louise with the use of multimedia creates an expressionistic atmosphere. The music worked
in the same direction and also the video projections, giving the odd sense to Poe's poetry. Aglaia
Pappas, sometimes as a hero of Poe and sometimes as the poet himself, with her deafening
silences, her intense and passionate play, "stuck" in a chair that reminded of a person with
disability, she managed to bring to life the poetry of the writer. — Tospirto

«During the Athens Festival, we watched, a creative composition of Poe’s texts directed by Violet
Louise (Louiza Kostoula), tied harmoniously with electronic music, sounds and multimedia, and the
intense performance of the two distinguished actors: Louiza Kostoula and Aglaia Pappas. An
interactive myth drama, combining theater, concert and visual installation, with the actors acting as
narrators, sometimes as rhapsodists, offering a new and at the same time “old” ...... that opened for
all the door to imagination, ......... the only way out of the nets of an “unrealistic” and true reality».
— Leandros Polenakis/Avgi



A Dream Within a Dream

Take this kiss upon the brow!
And, in parting from you now,
Thus much let me avow —

You are not wrong, who deem
That my days have been a dream;
Yet if hope has flown away

In a night, or in a day,

In a vision, or in none,

Is it therefore the less gone?

All that we see or seem

Is but a dream within a dream.

STRANGE TALES

Violet Louise
Athens & Epidaurus Festival 2018

«Beauty of whatever kind in its supreme development
invariably excites the sensitive soul to tears. Melan-
choly is thus the most legitimate of all the poetical
tones.»

And the Raven, never flitting, still is sitting, still is sitting,

On the pallid bust of Pallas just above my chamber door;

And his eyes have all the seeming of a demon that is dreaming,

And the lamplight o’er him streaming throws his shadow on the floor
And my soul from out that shadow that lies floating on the floor

Shall be lifted—nevermore.
Edgar Alan Poe



Violet Louise is a stage director, musician, vocalist and multimedia
artist whose research is on the field of multimedia narration. Electronic
music and sounds is the starting point for her inspiration. She is influ-
enced by pioneer composers of music concrete. She constructs real
time her multimedia environment, producing soundscapes, narrating or
playing musical instruments, midi devices, cameras, and videos. Violet
Louise looks at human’s behavior, theories of evolution, social issues
as if holding a magnifying glass.

She graduated from Law School of Athens, she studied classical piano
and harmony at the National Conservatory of Athens and took her di-
ploma in performing arts by the Greek Ministry of Culture. She worked
as a performer and musician at the National Theatre of Greece, Experi-
mental Stage of National Theatre of Greece, Athens and Epidaurus
Festival. She has cooperated with established Greek directors, per-
forming in major musical and theatrical festivals of Greece. She also
writes music for theatre.

Since 2012, Violet Louise has been experimenting on multimedia narra-
tion, working on each part of her projects (music, sound, visuals, scen-
ery). Some of her work has been presented at the Athens and Epidau-
rus Festival (Strange Tales, Edgar Alan Poe), at the Archaeological
Museum of Ancient Olympia within the framework of events for the
Olympic Torch Lightning Ceremony (Trojan Women, Euripides), at Mi-
chael Cacoyiannis Foundation (Theatres by Olivier Py, BBC Base-
ments, text Violet Louise, Joan of Arc, text Violet Louise), at the French
Institute of Athens (Words to animals, performance with Valere Novari-
na), at Theseum Theatre (Letters to Little Girls by Lewis Carrol), at
Bios (August by Giorgos Veltsos), at K.E.T (The Forest, text Violet
Louise.)




AGLAIA PAPPAS has graduated from from the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki and the National Theatre
Drama School of Greece. For the last twenty five years she has being working as an actress in the theatre. Among
others, she has performed in :

“ANDROMAQUE”, EURIPIDES Greek — French production, Avignon Festival 1995, in French language,
“THE TROJAN WOMEN “, EURIPIDES”, EPIDAURUS FESTIVAL 1996,

“IPHIGENEIA IN TAURIS”, EURIPIDES, Greek Entry at the Cultural Capital 2000 BRUXELLES,
“ORESTES”, EURIPIDES, ATHENS FESTIVAL 2002,

“MOLLY BLOOM”, JAMES JOYCE, Moscow One Man Show International Festival 2002 (Prize for acting of a liter-
ary text ) , Poland (Studio Grotovsky Wroslaw 2002) (Prize for artistic performance and acting ),

“ORESTEIA AESCHYLUS SUITE”, IANNIS XENAKIS, 2005,

“SUPPLIANTS” EURIPIDES, Greek-Dutch production, performed in Netherlands and EPIDAURUS FESTIVAL
2006,

“ANTIGONE”, SOPHOCLES, EPIDAURUS FSTIVAL 2007
“MEDEA”, EURIPIDES, EPIDAURUS FESTIVAL 2008
“RICHARD II”, SHAKESPEARE

“ALARME” by T. Terzopoulos. Ran for three seasons in Athens (2010-2013) and in tour in Italy,Poland and
Turkey

“AMOR” T. Terzopoulos. Ran for three seasons in Athens (2013-2016) and in tour in Italy,Poland and Turkey
“BACCHAE”, EURIPIDES, EPIDAURUS FESTIVAL 2014

“LYSISTRATA” EURIPIDES, EPIDAURUS FESTIVAL 2016

“STRANGE TALES”, E.A.POE, ATHENS FESTIVAL 2018



The sound & multimedia team of Studio 19 (Vassilis Ko
ative group mainly concerned with composing, recordi
music, sound and audiovisual material for performaf D ul
dia and plastic art installationg. In their work, the rect Itimedia studio is used as one
of the main instruments for sound, music and visual synthesis. They have collaborated with
musicians, composers, directors and plastic artists using different kinds of technologies in
order to contribute to the creational process.
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They have cooperated with various agencies and institutes within the framework of research
projects and sound applications: “The Sound Map of Greece” — GSRT, International Confer-
ence of Music Technologi'/"('C M.C '97 Thessalonica«1997), exhibition “BYZANTINE HOURS”
(Athens, Byzantine and Christian Museum “The Grand Premenade” International Exhibition of
nter y. Art= Athens), “Ancient Agora of Athens”

dation of the Hellenic World etc.

Furthermore, they have cooperated for the production of sound material with various theatre
and dancing companies such as: The National Theatre of Greece, The National Theatre of
Northern Greece, Edafos Dance Company, Theseum Ensemble, Octana etc.

The team also worked for the sound design of the performance "Odyssey" of Homer, directed
by Robert Wilson, at the National Theatre of Greece and at Milan's Piccolo Teatro-Teatro di
Europa. Athens performances: October 2012 — March 2013. Milan performances: March 2013
and October 2015.



Sakis Birbilis is a visionary Lighting Design-
er, passionately devoted to theatrical, musi-
cand dance productions since 1996. He has
collaborated with most of the highly distin-
guished performing arts institutions (National
Theatre of Greece National Theatre of North-

esteemed Greek di-
raphers, designing the
00 theatrical plays and
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Direction — Translation — Music — Visual and sound dramaturgy:
Violet Louise

Peformers: Aglaia Pappa, Violet Louise

Sound design — Studio production: Studio19

Lighting design: Sakis Birbilis

Video: Vasilis Kountouris (Studio 19)
Sound design: Kostas Bokos (Studio 19)

Costume design: Lilian Xydia

Camera work: Blaec Cinematography (Aris Pavlidis),Studio19
(Vasilis Kountouris)




